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transfer certain of our Eastern divisions to the West.'
Not only did the Peace of Brest-Litovsk save
the Revolution in Russia, it also materially con-
tributed to the outbreak of the Revolution in
Germany; and such fstabbing~in-the-back' as was
done is attributable to the Supreme Command
itself, for they had supplied the original daggers.
Significance of Brest-Litovsk for the Allies
To the Allied and Associated Powers the Treaties
of Brest-Litovsk and Bucharest were of almost as
great significance as to the contracting parties. The
disclosure of the naked and brutal policy of annexa-
tion as practised by a victorious militarism proved
a salutary deterrent to the activities of well-meaning
but misguided pacifists in the countries of the
Entente. These, discouraged by the dark days of
1917, had been preaching a 'peace of understand-
ing'. The attitude of the German Supreme Com-
mand towards Russia, Rumania, and the Ukraine
showed clearly what might be expected in the way
of 'understanding* from the adherents of the
Machtpolitik, and the effect on the peoples of Great
Britain, France, Italy, and their smaller Allies, was
a stiffening of the ranks, a locking of shields, a
determination to fight on to the end and to destroy
the militarist power in Germany. It was this re-
newed spirit of resistance which enabled the civilian
population to remain calm in the face of the early
disasters which followed the launching of the great
German offensive on 21 March 1918, and to retain
their confidence throughout that fearful spring and